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Often Brethren have thought about writing a short talk or paper but are not always sure how to go about it and their desire wanes to the point that it really will not happen. 

To write a short talk may take some time as there is no ‘magic’ solution and it may take several attempts to get the flow going but it is worth pursuing your aim.

The first thing to decide upon is a subject. Whilst it is easy to say that your choice has been done before but whatever it is – keep it simple and not to expectant to start with as you will be putting YOUR personal interpretation on it.
The BAMR Information Paper No.3 – A List of Recommended Reading - will help you initially by looking at source and reference material. Remember there are very large collections around you and the Province for which I am sure your Librarian or Centre Manager would be pleased to help.

There are two types of research; Primary where you are studying the original material itself or secondary where you are using material written by others. Make a note of each item you use for your bibliography as this should always be acknowledged.

Try next to put your basic material into some kind of order as well as making a plan for both your talk and narrative version as Transactions of all Lodges of Masonic Research or Study Circles are always looking for printed matter as well as audio versions!

Remember the basics. the Beginning, the Middle and the End for the presentation. To give you some idea, 2,000 words are roughly the same as 4 pages of A4 text.

If you are to deliver your talk to a lodge or group, make sure your notes are in order and you can read them easily. Speak slowly and loud enough for the person at the back to hear you. If your talk uses slides make sure that the details are not crammed onto the slide, making it difficult for your audience to read then – spread the detail over several slides if needs be.

In the narrative version, make sure the theme progresses logically and does not jump backwards and forwards, especially when using dates, which should be presented in a chronological order.

Though not exhaustive, here are a few headings to chose your talk from;

Masonic Ritual

Masonic Artefacts

Masonic Music

Masonic Stories

Masonic Personalities

Local Lodge Histories

Anti-Masonry

Women and Freemasonry

Constitutions and their differences

The relationship with Churches

Masonic Poems

Masonic Postage Stamps

And many, many more that are of interest.

Finally, acknowledge those who have helped you in preparing, writing and affording you source material as proper etiquette. 

Committee Members of BAMR are also on hand to help can make contact using the following web link Contact_Us
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