Synopsis of Burnham Lecture 2009 / 10

The Origins and Development of the Consecration Ceremony by Brian Baker

PART ONE
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1.
Introduction 

2.
Definitions – Constitution, Consecration and Dedication

3.
Operative Masonry and Religion

4
Consecration in Ecclesiastical Practice 

5.
Early Lodges under Grand Lodge

6.
The Coming of Lodge Warrants

7.
Moderns & Ancients – Lodge Numbering

8.
The Craft Lectures & Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry

9.
First Freemason’s Hall – (First known Ceremony recorded) 

10.
Old Lodge Minutes (including Buckingham Lodge No 591) 

PART TWO

11.
The Consecrating Team 

12.
The Order of Ceremonial Procedure (Elements, Blessing and Orations)

13. 
The Consecrating Vessels (Grand Lodge & Provincial Grand Lodge of Bucks)

Appendix 1 
Bibliography & Acknowledgements

Appendix 2
Illustrations in support of the Paper

Appendix 3
Province of Buckinghamshire Lodge – Order of Consecration

PowerPoint Version is used in support of Official Lectures.

Biography:

Brian Baker was initiated into freemasonry in 1984 into the Manor of Swanburn Lodge No. 8647. In 1899 he was exalted in the Manor of Swanburn Chapter and perfected into the Chandos Chapter (Rose Croix).

Brian has a love of history and on entering masonry commenced an interest that became legendary in the Province throughout the late eighties culminating in him being one of the founders of the Buckinghamshire Association for Masonic Research (BAMR) and he was instrumental in being the first Programme Secretary, as well as having the privilege of the first ever paper printed in the Transactions of BAMR in 1991.

In 1990, his paper was recognised by the Quatour Coronati Lodge No. 2076 as the winner of the Norman B Spencer Award. Subsequently being appointed the rank of Acting Provincial Grand Steward, prior going through the Chair, which he did in 1991. His paper was published in AQC 103. As an avid AQC Member, he regularly responded to papers and played an active part.

In 1992, personal circumstances forced him to retire from his Masonic career. At the same time his professional career saw him travelling for much of the time outside Buckinghamshire. 

In late 2007, friends encouraged his return and he joined the Wolverton Trinty Lodge No. 7917 and their Royal Arch Chapter, as well as returning to his Rose Croix Chapter. He rejoined the Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge No. 9222. Currently he is Senior Warden in Wolverton Trinity Lodge and he hopes to take that Chair shortly.

He has also been instrumental in re-launching the North East Corner Club in the North of the Province, which meet in Bletchley.

In recent months he has been asked to deliver a talk to his new Lodge on the Origins and Development of the Craft Ritual, a copy of which was made available to BAMR for their future Transactions.

In late 2008, he was appointed the Burnham Lecturer 2009/10 with his topic entitled Origins and Development of the Consecration Ceremony. He is currently researching early Royal Arch Ritual as a prelude to a submission for the Batham Lecture.

He is married with 3 daughters, 3 Step Children and 3 Grand daughters; he now sees masonry as a necessary escape!

